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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EFIN, IN 
SUB J : PL 480 NEGOTIATIONS 

1. MINISTRY OF FINANCE OFFICIAL (BAIJAL) CALLED ECONOMIC 
COUNSELOR MARCH 4 FOLLOWING HIS RETURN FROM MIDDLE EAST 
PETROLEUM NEGOTIATING TRIP. BAIIAL ASKED THAT USG BE IN- 
FORMED THAT 20,000 TON CEILING ON BASMATI RICE EXPORTS 
WAS UNACCEPTABLE SINCE GOI ALREADY HAD CONTRACTED FOR 
62,000 TONS IN EXPORTS IN USFY75. BAIIAL SUGGESTED 60,000 

TON OR NO CEILING. ECON CONSELOR AGREED TO PASS ON REQUEST. 

2. BAIIAL STATED REMAINING DIFFERENCES WITH USG WILL BE 
REVIEWED MARCH 4 OF 5 WITH HIGHER FINANCE MINISTRY OFFICIALS 
AFTER WHICH INSTRUCTIONS WILL BE SENT TO INDIAN EMBASSY. 

3. COMMENT: MARCH 3 GOI PRESS RELEASE LISTS EXPORTS OF 
BASMATI RICE AT 35,422 TONS, VALUED AT RS. 200.6 MILLION, 

IN APRIL 1, 1974 - MID FEBRUARY 1975 PERIOD. 
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